
Beneficial Plants
for BayScaping in the

Chesapeake Bay Region

BBBBBayScapesayScapesayScapesayScapesayScapes are environmentally sound
landscapes benefiting people, wildlife, the

Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. Use this
Beneficial Plants list in conjunction with the
BayScapes Homeowners Guides.

BBBBBeneficial plantseneficial plantseneficial plantseneficial plantseneficial plants
are well adapted to local

climate and soil types.
As a result, they
require minimal
maintenance�

such as watering,
fertilizer or
pesticides.

This reduces the
pollutants that

wash into our local
streams, rivers, and,

ultimately, the
Chesapeake Bay.

Beneficial plants
often help wildlife as

well, by providing
food, shelter, and

places to raise
their young.

D eciduous Trees Botani cal  N am e Provi nce H eight Bloom /Fruit Sun/Shade W et/D ry Value

Red m aple Acer r ubrum al l 75 -  100' )  - * SS very hi gh w ildl ife, buf fer

Shadbl ow serviceberry Am elanchi er canadensi s al l 35 - 50' deep r ed, edi ble fruit  *  - ( S - SS very hi gh w ildl ife, buf fer

River birch Betul a nigra piedm ont &  coastal 50 - 75' catki n f low er ) S - SSS w ildlife, buffer, ornam ental

Shagbark hi ckor y Carya ovat a m ountains &  piedm ont 75 -  100' edible nut )  - * S w ildl ife, buf fer

Red or G reen ash Fraxi nus pennsyl vani ca piedm ont &  coastal 50 - 75' ) SS buffer

Tul iptree Liri odendr on t ul ipi fera al l 75 -  100' yel low -green bl oom * S - SS buffer, ornam ental

W ild bl ack cherry Prunus seroti na al l 50 -75' black- berri ed fruit ) S - SS very high w i ldl ife

W hite oak Q uercus alba al l 75 -  100' acorn f rui t * S - SS very high w i ldl ife

Sm all Trees/
Shrubs

Botani cal  N am e Provi nce H eight Bloom /Fruit Sun/Shade W et/D ry Value

Buttonbush Cephalanthus occi dentalis al l 6 - 12' bal l-l ike cl usters ) SS - SSS buffer, ornam ental

Eastern redbud C erci s canadensi s m ountains &  piedm ont 30 -40' pinki sh bl oom )  - * S - SS ornam ental

Flow ering dogw ood Cornus f lori da al l 10 - 30'
w hite bloom ,
scarlet berri es )  - * S - SS w ildl ife, ornam ental

W interber ry hol ly Ilex ver ti ci llata al l 6 - 12' red- berri ed fruit * SS - SSS w ildl ife, ornam ental

W itch hazel H am am elis vi rgi niana al l 20 -35' yel low  bloom s - in f al l *  - ( S ornam ental

N orthern bayberr y M yri ca pennsyl vani ca piedm ont &  coastal 6 - 12' w axy gr ay fruit ) S - SSS high w i ldl ife

Com m on elderberr y Sam bucus canadensi s al l 6 -12'
w hite bl oom ,
purpl e fruit *  - ( S - SSS very high w i ldl ife

H ighbush blueberr y Vacci num  corym bosum al l 3 - 10' dark bl ue fruit )  - * S - SS high w ildl ife, ornam ental

Southern arrow w ood Viburnum  dentatum piedm ont &  coastal 6 - 12' bluish-black fruit )  - * SS - SSS w ildlife, buffer, ornam ental

Evergreen
Trees/ Shrubs

Botani cal  N am e Provi nce H eight Bloom /Fruit Sun/Shade W et/D ry Value

Eastern r ed cedar Juni perus vi rgi niana piedm ont &  coastal 50 - 75' blue-green berr y ) S very high w i ldl ife

M ountain laurel Kalm ia l ati fol ia al l 12 - 20' w hite- pink f low ers *  - ( S - SS buffer, ornam ental

Eastern w hite pine Pinus strobus m ountains &  piedm ont 75 -  100' five-needl ed bundl e * S high w ildl ife, buf fer

Loblol ly pi ne (not in PA) Pinus taeda coastal 20 - 60' * S buffer

Rosebay Rhododendr on m axi m um m ountains &  piedm ont 4 - 10' w hite- soft pink bl oom * SS ornam ental

Eastern hem l ock Tsuga canadensi s m ountains &  piedm ont 75 -  100' cone fruit * S - SS high w i ldl ife



Provinces

Value

Wildlife Provides food and/or shelter
Buffers For streamside or �riparian� areas
Ornamental Attractive, decorative plant

Sun / Shade

) = sun * = partial shade ( = full shade

Wet / Dry

S = drought tolerant
SS = moderate
SSS = wet-loving
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Mountains

Piedmont

Coastal

Perenni als Botani cal  N am e Provi nce H eight Bloom /Fruit Sun/Shade W et/D ry Value

W ild col um bine Aquilegi a canadensi s al l 8" -  24" red &  yel low  f low ers *  - ( S - SS w ildl ife, ornam ental

Sw am p m ilkw eed Ascl epi as i ncarnat a al l 2' - 5' pink-red f low ers )  - ( SS - SSS w ildl ife, buf fer

Butt erfly w eed Ascl epi as tuberosa al l 1' - 3' yel low  to red f low ers ) S w ildl ife, ornam ental

N ew  Engl and aster Aster  novae-angl iae al l 3' - 4' pink to vi olet f low ers * SS w ildl ife, ornam ental

W ild bl eedi ng hear t D icentra exi m ia m ountai ns &  piedm ont 8" -  12" pink f low ers *  - ( SS ornam ental

M istf lower Eupatori um  coel est inum al l 3' - 4' viol et- blue f low ers ) SS w ildl ife, buffer, ornam ental

Joe-pye-w eed Eupatori um  f istul osum al l 5' - 10' pink-purpl e f low ers * SS - SSS w ildl ife, buffer, ornam ental

W ild gerani um G erani um  m acul atum m ountai ns &  piedm ont 1' - 2' rose-purpl e f low ers * SS ornam ental

Cardi nal  flow er Lobel ia car dinal is al l 1' - 3' deep red f low ers * SS - SSS w ildl ife, buf fer

G reat  bl ue l obel ia Lobel ia si phi litica m ountai ns &  piedm ont 2' - 4' blue spi ke f low ers * SS - SSS w ildl ife, buf fer

Virgi nia bluebel ls M ertensi a vi rgi nica m ountai ns &  piedm ont 1' - 3' blue f low ers *  - ( SS - SSS w ildl ife, buffer, ornam ental

W ild bergam ot ,
Beebal m

M onarda fistulosa,
M .didym a

al l 2' - 4' li lac-pink f low ers ) S - SS w ildl ife, ornam ental

Black-eyed Susan Rudbecki a f ulgida al l 2' - 3' yel low  f low ers ) S w ildl ife, buffer, ornam ental

G oldenrod sp. Solidago sp. al l 2' - 7' yel low  f low ers ) - * SS w ildl ife, buf fer

N ew  York i ronw eed Vernoni a noveboracensi s al l U p to 7' deep purpl e f low ers ) SS - SSS w ildl ife, buffer, ornam ental

G round C overs Botani cal  N am e Provi nce H eight Bloom /Fruit Sun/Shade W et/D ry Value

G reen and gol d Chrysogonum  vi rginianum al l 4 -  12" yel low -green f low ers )  - * SS ornam ental

W oodland phl ox Phlox di vari cat a m ountai ns &  piedm ont 6" -  18"
blue f low ers,

sem i-evergreen ( S w ildl ife, ornam ental

Creeping phl ox Phlox stolonifera al l 3" - 4" sem i-evergreen *  - ( SS ornam ental

Sensi tive f ern O noclea sensi bi lis al l 18" -  24"
dried brow n
spore-stal ks )  - ( SS - SSS ornam ental

Low bush blueberr y Vacci num  angusti foli um m ountai ns &  piedm ont 1' - 2' sm all w hi te f low ers )  - * S w ildl ife, ornam ental

G rasses Botani cal  N am e Provi nce H eight Bloom /Fruit Sun/Shade W et/D ry Value

River oats Chasm anthium  lati foli a al l up to 3' )  - * S - SS w ildl ife, ornam ental

Sw itchgrass Panicum  virgatum al l 3 - 5' ) S w ildl ife, ornam ental

Li tt le bluestem Schi zachyri um  scopari um al l up to 3' ) S ornam ental

Indian grass Sorghastrum  nut ans al l 5 - 6' ) S - SS w ildl ife, ornam ental


