
The City of Charlottesville’s 
transportation network provides 
the fundamental framework for 
creating a safe, livable community 
while reinforcing more sustainable 
land use patterns. The system 
connects people to each other and 
to destinations, fosters economic 
activity and provides public 
space for human interaction. 
As a result, the transportation 
system should be designed for 
everyone, whether young or old, 
motorist or bicyclist, walker 
or wheelchair user, bus rider 
or shopkeeper. A multimodal 
transportation network is an 
effective, flexible framework for 
building community and creating 
places in our City.
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INCREASE SAFE, CONVENIENT AND 
PLEASANT ACCOMMODA􀆟TIONS FOR 
PEDESTRIANS, BICYCLISTS AND 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILI􀆟TIES THAT 
IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE WITHIN 
THE COMMUNITY AND WITHIN 
INDIVIDUAL NEIGHBORHOODS.*  *
1.1
Update the City’s Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Master Plan to facilitate 
bicycle and pedestrian travel within 
the City. * 

1.2
Provide convenient and safe 
pedestrian connections within 
1/4 miles of all commercial and 
employment centers, transit routes, 
schools and parks. 

1.3
Provide design features on roadways, 
such as street trees within buffers, 

street furniture and sidewalk widths 
that improve the safety and comfort 
level of all users and contribute to the 
City’s environmental goals. * 

1.4
Explore and implement safe, 
convenient and visually attractive 
crossing alternatives to enable 
pedestrians and bicyclists to cross 
major thoroughfares. * 

1.5
Continue to include bicycle and 
pedestrian accommodations in 
conjunction with the planning and 
design of all major road projects, all 
new development and road paving 
projects. 

1.6
Consistently apply ADA standards 
to facility design and ensure that 
accessible curb ramps exist at all 
pedestrian crossings where conditions 
allow. 

1.7
Examine and update the Standards 
and Design Manual to better 
incorporate Complete Street and 
Living Street design features in the 
public right of way. 

1.8
Coordinate with public schools to 
develop a Safe Routes to School 
Travel Plan for every public school in 
the City. *

1.9
Seek to expand and anticipate traffic 
calming where applicable throughout 
the City in collaboration with 
neighborhood residents and as part 
of the development process.

Goal 1
complete streets

major avenue

avenue

Complete Streets From the VA Dept. of rail & Plubic Transportation Multimodal System Design Guidelines

local street

multi-modal through corridor
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http://www.albemarle.org/upload/images/forms_center/departments/community_development/forms/PC_Reports/Joint_Vision_Statement_and_Goal_Document_%20Memo_2-5-13.pdf
www.charlottesville.org/index.aspx?page=1309
http://www.charlottesville.org/Index.aspx?page=2311
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IMPROVE TRANSPORTA􀆟TION OPTI􀆟ONS AND 
QUALITY OF LIFE THROUGH LAND USE AND 
COMMUNITY DESIGN TECHNIQUES. *
2.1
Provide convenient and safe 
bicycle and pedestrian connections 
between new and existing residential 
developments, employment areas and 
other activity centers to promote the 
option of walking and biking. * 

2.2
Encourage new street connections 
and alternate traffic patterns where 
appropriate to distribute traffic volumes 
across a network and reduce trip lengths 
for pedestrians, cyclists, and vehicles. 

2.3
Improve walking and biking conditions 
by discouraging and/or minimizing 
curb cuts for driveways, garages, etc. in 
new development and redevelopment. 

2.4
Encourage a mix of uses in priority 
locations, such as along identified transit 
corridors and other key roadways, to 

facilitate multimodal travel and increase 
cost‐effectiveness of future service. 

2.5
Develop a comprehensive set of 
street design guidelines based on the 
Complete Streets Resolution and ITE/
CNU’s Walkable Urban Thoroughfares 
Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) 
Approach that balances multimodal 
transportation options while 
considering design techniques that 
allow for urban scale, walkable 
communities where appropriate. 

2.6
Promote urban design techniques, 
such as placing parking behind 
buildings, reducing setbacks and 
increasing network connectivity, to 
create a more pedestrian friendly 
streetscape and to reduce speeds on 
high volume roadways.

2.7
Encourage businesses to provide on‐site 
amenities such as transit shelters and 
bicycle storage (racks/lockers) to promote 
alternative transit for their workers. 

2.8
Provide financial assistance to efficient 
and effective Transportation Demand 
Management (TDM) programs. 

2.9
Reduce parking requirements 
when a development proposal 
includes Transportation Demand 
Management (TDM) strategies that 
can be demonstrated to reduce trip 
making to and from the development. 

2.10
Develop a GIS‐based map of all 
city owned undeveloped land and 
rights of way, to inform bicycle and 
pedestrian improvements. 
2.11
Encourage UVA and other 
major employers, like the City of 
Charlottesville and Charlottesville 
City School Division, to work in 
partnership with developers and 
real estate professionals to expand 
workforce housing opportunities 
within close proximity of the 
employer, either by foot, bike or bus 
stop on a route to the employer.

Goal 2
land use & community design

IMPROVE MOBILITY AND SAFETY OF 
THE ARTERIAL ROADWAY NETWORK.
3.1
Continue to encourage local 
employers to use Travel Demand 
Management (TDM) techniques, 
such as flexible work hours and 
financial incentives for using 
alternative modes of commuting, to 
preserve the traffic‐moving capacity 
of the arterial roadway network. 

3.2
Continue to use Transportation 
System Management techniques 
such as Intelligent Transportation 
Systems to coordinate traffic signals, 
and communicate emergencies, 
weather and incidents to drivers. 

3.3
Develop Access Management 
standards for new development 

and redevelopment along primary 
entrance corridors. 

3.4
Identify multimodal solutions to 
reduce single occupancy vehicle use. * 

3.5
Identify additional roadway 
connections to improve the 
connectivity of streets.

Goal 3
arterial roadway network



CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 2013 // TRANSPORTATION // 4

MAINTA IN  AN  EFF IC I ENT 
TRANSPORTATI􀆟ON SYSTEM THAT 
PROVIDES THE MOBILITY AND 
ACCESS THAT SUPPORTS THE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
OF THE CITY.
4.1
Establish designated truck routes 
within the City.

4.2
Minimize the effects of 
congestion on commuters and the 
movement of goods through such 
strategies as: signal coordination, 
parking management techniques 
that reduce the need to circle for 
a parking spot, encouragement 
of off‐peak deliveries and 
promotion of sustainable modes 
of transportation. 

4.3
Prioritize funding for regular 
maintenance to preserve and 
sustain investments in our 
transportation systemconnections 
to improve the connectivity of 
streets.

Goal 4
efficient mobility

bike parking integrated into the site design on West Main Street
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http://www.albemarle.org/upload/images/forms_center/departments/community_development/forms/PC_Reports/Joint_Vision_Statement_and_Goal_Document_%20Memo_2-5-13.pdf
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PROVIDE PARKING TO ADEQUATELY 
MEET DEMAND AND SUPPORT 
ECONOMIC VITALITY WITHOUT 
SACRIFICING AESTHE􀆟TICS, WHILE 
MINIMIZING ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACTS AND ACCOMMODA􀆟TING 
PEDESTRIANS, BICYCLES, TRANSIT 
USERS AND DISABLED INDIVIDUALS.
5.1
Continue to provide bicycle 
parking at public buildings and 
explore opportunities to provide 
bicycle parking within public 
right‐of‐way to support local 
businesses. 

5.2
Work with University of Virginia 
officials to encourage students, 
faculty and staff to live closer to the 
University or to use alternative modes 
of transportation wherever they live. * 

5.3
Encourage employers to provide 
incentives for employees who do 
not drive to work. 

5.4
Provide public parking to maintain 
the vitality of the City while using 
pricing strategies (including 
metering) and coordinated 
locations of parking to encourage 
use of transit, walking and bicycling. 

5.5
Explore options for park‐and‐
ride lots and examine parking 
exempt zones. Utilize the zoning 
regulations to promote sound 
private parking facility supply and 
design by private developers. 

5.6
Explore shared motor vehicle 
service for the Downtown and 
University areas.

5.7
Examine investment in municipal, 
shared parking facilities in targeted 
mixed use corridors in an effort to 
encourage redevelopment.

Goal 5
parking

CREATE A TRANSIT SYSTEM THAT 
INCREASES LOCAL AND REGIONAL 
MOBILITY AND PROVIDES A RELIABLE 
AND EFFICIENT ALTERNATI􀆟VE FOR 
CHARLO􀆩TTESVILLE'’S  CI􀆟TIZENS. *
6.1
Continue to expand transit service 
and increase ridership. * 

6.2
Evaluate transit services, including 
attention to Sunday and after‐dark 
bus service and route restructuring, 
and update the City‐wide transit plan. 

6.3
Continue to work with Albemarle 
County and the TJPDC to develop 
a transit system that adequately 
serves the residents of the entire 
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ‐ A l b e m a r l e 

community. This includes the 
continued study of light rail and Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT).* 

6.4
Work closely with state 
government, regional organizations 
and adjacent jurisdictions to 
support transit‐oriented and 
transit‐accessible employment 
throughout the region. 

6.5
Accommodate the travel needs of all 
residents and employees, including 
low‐income populations, the elderly 
and those with disabilities. 

6.6
Encourage the development of transit‐
oriented/supportive developments. 

6.7
Explore the development of a dedicated 

funding source for future transit needs. 

6.8
Work closely with new 
developments to provide an 
accessible path from nearby transit 
stops to an accessible entrance of 
the site/building. 

6.9
Work with appropriate agencies 
to evaluate the use of Intelligent 
Transportation System (ITS)/
transit signal priority to promote 
transit efficiency. 

6.10
Explore innovative approaches to 
increasing ridership of public transit, 
especially for first time riders.

Goal 6
transit system
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CON􀆟TINUE TO WORK WITH 
APPROPRIATE GOVERNING BODIES 
TO CREATE A ROBUST REGIONAL 
TRANSPORTATI􀆟ON NETWORK.* 
7.1
Actively work with VDOT, TJPDC, 
Albemarle County and the University 
of Virginia to develop a regional 
transportation network surrounding 
the City. * 

7.2
Evaluate regional transportation 
network priorities surrounding the 
City in MPO plans.* 

7.3
Actively work with the MPO 
to collect information regarding 

regional travel patterns, such as origin 
destination data and bicycle counts to 
improve access to destinations within 
the City and region. *

7.4
Increase communication and 
cooperation among the City, County, 
institutes of higher education, 
interest groups, developers and 
the public to develop and enhance 
recreational and transportation trails 
to ensure consistency of bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities across City‐
County boundaries. * 

7.5
Continue to work with the TJPDC, 
Albemarle County and VDOT on 
design solutions for Route 29, such 
as grade‐separated interchanges and 

parallel road networks that balance the 
needs of both local and regional traffic. 

7.6
Encourage existing and new 
employment and business uses to 
support alternative travel modes by 
participating in the region’s Rideshare 
and car/vanpooling programs. * 

7.7
Work with regional partners and 
the Virginia Department of Rail 
and Public Transportation (DRPT) 
to examine future demand for and 
feasibility of additional AMTRAK 
rail service for Charlottesville and 
the Lynchburg corridor prior to the 
Roanoke Extension project. *

Goal 7
regional transportation

CAT bus and trolley loading at the Transit Center *G
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DEVELOP A SUSTAINABLE 
TRANSPORTA􀆟TION INFRASTRUCTURE BY 
DESIGNING, CONSTRUCTI􀆟NG, INSTALLING, 
USING AND MAINTAINING THE 
CITY’'S TRANSPORTA􀆟TION ASSETS AND 
EQUIPMENT IN EFFICIENT, INNOVATI􀆟VE AND 
ENVIRONMENTALLY RESPONSIBLE WAYS.
8.1
Integrate best management 
practices into all aspects of the 
city’s transportation and facility 
maintenance activities. 

8.2
Develop policies and strategies, 
including collaboration with partnering 
organizations, to incorporate green 
infrastructure alternatives as an integral 
part of planning. 

8.3
Develop strategies to assess the 
cost‐effectiveness of using green 
infrastructure instead of traditional 
alternatives for specific projects 
and ensure that the multifunctional 
benefits of green infrastructure are 
considered in cost‐benefit analyses. 

8.4
Continue to perform regular 
maintenance on existing 
transportation‐related equipment 
and facilities to maximize capital 
investment and minimize air, water 
and noise pollution.

8.5
Where feasible, use alternative 
energy sources to power equipment. 

8.6
Develop a plan to replace City 
owned vehicles with more 
environmentally friendly vehicles.

Goal 8
sustainable transportation infrastructure

Goal 9
infrastructure funding

IDEN􀆟TIFY AND SEEK NEW SOURCES OF 
SUSTAINABLE FUNDING PROTOCOL AND 
MECHANISMS FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF 
EXISTI􀆟NG INFRASTRUCTURE AND FACILITI􀆟ES 
AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
TRANSPORTA􀆟TION SYSTEM.
9.1
Identify additional funding sources for 
transportation improvements including 
grants, public/private partnerships and 
potential system operations revenues. 

9.2
Create a regional advocacy group 
that brings all jurisdictions together 
to push for statewide changes in 
transportation funding and to lobby 
the General Assembly for additional 
funding/enabling authority to do so. 

9.3
Coordinate the funding and 
development of transportation 
facilities with regional transportation 
and land use plans and with planned 

public and private investments. * 

9.4
Explore the possibility of establishing 
a Transportation District or 
impact fee service areas for road 
improvement projects and determine 
the feasibility of implementing them.

9.5
Make developers aware of new 
trail linkages needed and seek 
opportunities for private donations 
of trail easements and construction 
of trail enhancements such as 
bridges or interpretive signage. 

9.6
Pursue funding through state 
and federal grant programs to 
support multimodal transportation 
planning and the integration of 
transportation and land use.

bioswale in Fifeville	



appendix

Additional reading for Transportation:

6: TRANSPORTATION

•	 Charlottesville Transportation Narrative

•	 Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan

www.charlottesville.org/index.aspx?page=1309
http://www.charlottesville.org/home/showdocument?id=26798
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The first Comprehensive Plan for the City of  
Charlottesville was adopted in 1979.  This 
most recent version of the Comprehensive 
Plan was adopted by City Council on August 
19, 2013.  Previous plans and drafts may 

be accessed online through: 
CHARLOTTESVILLE.ORG
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